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The New Moon:

The Moon revolves around the earth in about 29.5 days. During this cycle there is a
moment when the moon comes in line between the sun and earth. This moment is
called "New Moon Birth". At this moment the moon face to the earth is completely dark
and it cannot be seen from the Earth by even the most powerful telescopes as the sun
is directly behind the moon when seen from the earth.

The Saudi Prince confirmed that he could not see the "New Moon” from his rocket in
space during his space mission with Nasa.

The invisibility of the new moon and the subsequent visibility can be understood visually
from Figure 1.
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Figure 1
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The Solar eclipse can also occur at this precise moment when part of the sun appears
dark because the sunlight is unable to reach the earth due to the moon being in the
middle however since the orbit of the moon is tilted by about 5 degrees the moon
misses being directly between the sun and earth; therefore solar eclipse only occurs a
few times during the year rather than at every nhew moon.

Solar eclipse phenomenon is shown in figure 2.
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Figure 2

Calculating New Moon Birth:

The movement of the sun, moon, and the planets can be calculated with great
accuracy. It is common for people to observe solar and lunar eclipses precisely at the
time predicted by science years in advance.
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Earliest Sighting of the New Moon:

The moon doesn’t have any light of it’s own but reflects the sunlight back to earth. Due to its
invisibility the new moon is also called “invisible moon” or scientifically this occurrence is
called the "conjunction”. As the angle between the sun, moon and earth changes the sunlight
begins to reach earth and the new crescent can be sighted. The angle between the sun and moon
is known as the angular separation (elongation) and it is the single most important determining
factor in sighting the crescent. At an angular separation (elongation) of 9 degrees the moon starts
to become visible to the inhabitants of the Earth. An example of the sighting of the new crescent
is shown in Figure 1.
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Angular separation (elongation) cannot be measured in time as the moon can travel faster or
slower depending on its distance to earth (during different seasons). This is the reason why
sometimes a day old crescent can appear bigger than normal. The change in angular separation
(elongation) is also responsible for different phases of the moon as seen below in figure 3.
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Figure 3

Earlier scientists measured the distance between the sun and the earth by knowing the Angular
separation (elongation) for the full moon as shown in figure 4.
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Figure 4

A rough guide to the phases of the moon corresponding to the angular separation (elongation) is
presented below in figure 5.

Version 0.7 Page 6 of 47 20MAR2005



B Slood Blo a0 —w sugai pul Bl 1S Ugiyeo wlizo (S 2l ol Guiingalyl BT JSi

wiew from
Earth
O First Quarter O
Waing Gibbons Waing Crescent -
l——
iew from

Earth ilf—
Full B ——

Q 1 """" NEW .
l——

iew from

Earth

l——
l——

Sunlight

The Bun-FMoon angle is the angle defined by Sun-=Earth-=Moon with Earth (where soerare) as the
angle wertex. As the Sun-Moon angle increaszes wre see more of the sunlit pact of the Moon, Hote that
if thiz drawing were to acale, then the Moon would be half this size and itz orbit wronld be about

22 tmead larger in dismeter and the Sun would be about 359 tmeas farther away than the Moon!

Figure 5

Lunar eclipse occurs at full moon when the earth comes between the sun and moon and the
shadow of the earth falls on the moon as seen in figure 6. Similar to the solar eclipse due to the 5
degree tilt lunar eclipse does not occur at every full moon.
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Figure 6

Lastly if the moon is sighted anywhere on the globe then it is likely to be visible and clearer on
all points due west of the first sighting position as the angular separation (elongation) will be
greater e.g. if the moon is originally sighted in Saudi Arabia then the same moon will be easier to
sight in America 8 hours later.
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Islamic Shariah:

The Islamic Shariah concerns itself with the sighting and NOT the birth of the new moon as
stated clearly in the Ahadeeth. Jews also had the same requirements however now a days they
have generally adopted the birth of the new moon as the criteria, some orthodox Jews continue to
sight the moon with the naked eye as per the requirements of the Islamic Shariah. Amateur sky
watchers also have the hobby of trying to spot the youngest moon and pictures are generally
posted on the web monthly from all over the world. It is difficult to predict moon sighting in
terms of time as it has to do with Angular separation (elongation) but an article in Quarterly
Journal of Royal Astronomical Society, Q.J.R. Astr. Soc. (1993) 34, p53-56, "Records for young
Moon Sightings,” by Bradley Schaefer, Imad Ahmad, and LeRoy Doggett accepted the two
following claims:

e Morning crescent on Sep 14, 1871, Age -15.4h at Athens Greece, seen by Schmidt
(Naked eye)
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e Evening crescent on May 5, 1989, Age 13.47h East Lansing, MlI, seen by Victor
(Binocular only)

However it must be noted that the Naked Eye record was so long ago that it is impossible to
verify it. It is impossible to sight the moon with a naked eye earlier than 13 hours because
the angular separation (elongation) is between 7.2 to 8.5 degrees; and it is extremely
difficult to sight earlier than 15 hours.
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Moon Sighting Tips:

Crescent can be sighted a few minutes after sunset on the right or left of the area where the sun
was set within a 20-30 degree arc. If the moon was set before the sunset it cannot be sighted
because the moon is now below the horizon.
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Moon Sighting Possibility Diagrams:

Science can not only calculate the birth of the new moon, it can also calculate the “probable”
sighting and the part of Earth where the first sighting will be possible if the horizon is clear. It
must be noted that even though birth of the new moon can be calculated with great precision
different criteria are used for calculating the possible sighting and there is no standard method.
These sighting possibility diagrams are regularly published by Her Majesty’s Nautical Almanac
Office and can be of great significance in determining the birth and placement of the crescent.
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The possibility of sighting the crescent for Zul-Hijja 1425 can seen from the following figure for
the 10" of January 2005. The dark red shows that the crescent could only be seen in the
Polynesian Islands.
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Figure 7

The possibility of sighting the crescent for Zul-Hijja 1425 can seen from the following figure for
the 11" of January 2005. The dark red shows that the crescent could be seen in most of the
world.
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Figure 8
The possibility of sighting the crescent for Zul-Hijja 1425 can seen from the following figure for

the 12" of January 2005. The dark red shows that the crescent should be seen in most of the
world.
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Summary:
.

The summary of credible moon sighting is as follows:

e Moon must be born

e Moon must not set before Sunset

e Moon must be over 13 hours old and if it is less than 15 hours old it is better to have
multiple witnesses to this sighting
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The Saudi Moon Controversy:

For years Saudi Moon sighting has been incredible and unreliable according to the established
laws of science and experts all over the world have pointed to the discrepancies found therein.
However this year was the first time when there was a revolt against this poor moon sighting
within Saudi Arabia.

The Saudi moon sighting committee moved the start date of Dhil-Hijja back by one day 4-5 days
into the month of Dhil-Hijja. This was based on the testimony of two 80 year old witnesses (as
interviewed by a delegation from the King Abdul College of Science & Technology (KACST))
reported in the Al-Watan Saudi newspaper on the 20" of January 2005
(http://www.alwatan.com.sa/daily/2005-01-20/writers/writersO4.htm) since the moon was just 3
hours old and set 3 minutes BEFORE sunset, the reported sighting was impossible.
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Saudi Moon sighting according to Saudi Media:

The translation of the Saudi article as it appeared in the Saudi paper (referenced in the previous
section) is as follows:

The Impossible Testimonies
By Hamza Al-Muzani

The issue of the crescent continues to stir widespread debate, especially for the beginning of the
month of Ramadhan and its end. However, this time it has been raised on the occasion of
confirming the beginning of the month of Dhul al-Hijjah 1425 AH. The reason as always is
because of, the Supreme Court relying on the testimony of people claiming to have seen the
crescent directly with their eyes, contrary to reality.

On this occasion the Supreme court originally issued a statement saying that those who’s
testimony is relied upon have not witnessed the crescent on Monday night, the reason being that
conditions were cloudy, therefore it was decided that the beginning of the month will be
Wednesday, however thereafter two witnesses came forward claiming to have seen the crescent
on that night. This has led the Supreme court to issue that Tuesday was the first day of Dhul al-
Hijja.
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The statement came as a shock to everyone, due to the fact that the ‘King Abdul Aziz City for
Science & Technology’ had stated that the crescent had set on the Saudi horizon (through out the
country) before sunset on Monday, this in turn means that the sighting of the crescent is
impossible after sunset on that day for simple reason of it not being present on the horizon.

Many people were misled when they saw the crescent very high in the sky on Tuesday night
believing it to be the crescent of the night before. However the correct scientific explanation for
it being so high is that approximately 37 hours had passed since its birth. It is also worth pointing
out that Sheikh Salih al-Lahaydan head of Supreme Court had used the height of the crescent as
evidence in his statement issued on 9/11/1425. This supported the incorrect view of those people
who linked the height of the crescent and the beginning of the month.

In an interview by the head of the Supreme court to the ‘Okaz Paper’ a number of phrases used
by him to discuss the witnesses on whose testimony the Court relied upon in determining the
crescent on Tuesday night are worth noting such as: “intelligent men of understanding” and they
are “trustworthy, reliable and men of knowledge” and “these are men are not children” and
“should the matters of moon remain unknown to them because they are shepherds?”.

It is possible to understand from these very strong praises for the two witnesses that it is evident
that the court feels that the view of impossibility of seeing the crescent on that night as being a
very strong view. Therefore it was forced into giving the strongest possible praises to the
witnesses in view of the strong opposing view. This exaggeration has led to describing the
witnesses with every possible hyperbole; otherwise what is the link between them “being
shepherds” and the validity of their testimony?

Other sources draw a different picture of the witnesses. Correspondents from *Al-Hayat paper’
went to ‘Al-Rayn’ and endeavored to contact them but they were told that they do not wish to
meet anyone “because of fear of jealousy, and preparation for Hajj”. There is also a third reason:
they have been prevented from meeting anyone except on certain conditions. However the local
people did tell the correspondents that these witnesses had no special skills or extraordinary
qualifications pertaining to moon sighting.

A group of astronomic experts from the ‘King Abdul Aziz City for Science & Technology’ went
to that area and succeeded in meeting the witnesses. They found them to be over eighty years
old...

My intention here is not to throw doubt on their personality or on their honesty in reporting what
they thought they saw, but all I want is to point out that more rigor and investigation should have
been used when accepting their testimony.

Another point of interest is that the Supreme court has contrary to what we are accustomed from
them, forsaken the literal meaning of the *...fast upon seeing it and end fast upon seeing it, and if
it is cloudy then complete the month of 30 days.” The text of the Hadith relates to Ramdhan but
the court now cites it as evidence for establishing the beginning and end of months other than
Ramadhan, as Sheikh al-Lahaydan says: “an act of worship connected to a complete month does
not end or begin except by the sighting of the crescent at the beginning and the end and also Hajj
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cannot be performed in the time prescribed except by the practice of sighting and establishing the
crescent”.

It was expected that the Court would abide by the letter of the Hadeeth and not generalize for
determining the beginning of other months. Sheikh al-Lahaydan’s interview with ‘Okaz
Newspaper’ makes it clear that the court works with other committees known for determining the
crescent and sends with it judges, he says “The many committees and judges responsible for
sighting the crescent in their respective regions went out and with them some other governmental
organizations, they returned having not seen the crescent on Monday night, therefore the crescent
was hidden from us”. He further elaborates this issue: “On the advent of a new month especially
a month whose beginning is necessary for us to know, the courts are made aware and the judges
request people who generally seek the crescent and have good eyesight to go out with a judge
and a representative of the region before Maghrib and stay at the specific place to see the
crescent and this routine has been followed for a long time”.

Sheikh al-Lahaydan further emphasizes that the committee has been taking into consideration
what the observatory says for a long time. However in his interview he indicates that the
Supreme Court’s view of the observatory is biased by dislike and distrust. He comments on the
view of the astronomy experts about the height of the crescent on Tuesday night: “It is
unfortunate that the scientists or as they are known astronomers, have declared not withstanding
that it would set on Tuesday night before sunset’ (thus: although it should be Monday). It is
necessary to point out here that Sheikh al-Lahaydan himself had said in his interview that the
height of the moon is not proof of its age. When asked by the reporter about the possibility of
astronomers being wrong he said: “We don’t know, but they sometimes look at the horizon and
sometimes in their books”. The answer indicates Sheikh al-Lahaydan’s contempt of astronomers
or possibly him not knowing what that do, although this comment of his is a judgment of them
being incompetent. Sheikh al-Lahaydan comments reiterate the fact that the Supreme Court does
not rely on the astronomers and the observatory when confirming a sighting.

The question now is: The Supreme court compels some judges to go out with the committees that
sight the crescent with a naked eye, which is wrong in many times, but if the Supreme Court
wants precision and help from the astronomers, then shouldn’t they send some judges to ‘King
Abdul Aziz City for Science & Technology’ to confirm the testimony of the astronomers at the
observatories? It is possible for these judges to further confirm it by seeing the crescent by way
of telescopes.

Sheikh al-Lahaydan ends his interview with ‘Okaz Newspaper’ by saying: “I advise all to fear
Allah and to speak the truth and refrain from interfering in matters that do not concern them, it is
possible the Supreme Court may “punish” whoever interferes by writing about the determination
or otherwise in matters pertaining to the crescent because this causes confusion in the public
especially when they have no knowledge of this matter”. The frightening thing from this
comment is that it strengthens the view of those who claim that the official Saudi religious
organizations base their views not on convincing evidence but rather on one single view and on
threats, denials and compulsion and suppressing all opposing views and opinions on the matter.
We have been for a long time victims to these kinds of accusations and now the chairman of
major governmental organization confirm it.
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Another point to ponder about is Sheikh al-Lahaydan’s expression to “punish” rather than
saying, “to prosecute”. This means that the Supreme Court, which is the last point for justice and
is not to punish anyone until evidence proves one guilty could possibly bypass this noble path
and lay down a punishment without prosecution if they hold an opposing view.

Also the statement “A matter that does not concern public” takes away their right to express an
opinion is one which is wholly uncalled for because it is manipulating the truth and admonishing
the Muslims which stops them from free thinking and expressing their views on matters which
they see as concerning them. As for the crime the Supreme Court wants to punish the writers for
“confusing the public” although the source of confusion are those contradictory views based on
non scientific foundations.

In conclusion what happened this year at the end of Ramadhan with no witnesses for the
beginning of the Ramadhan and the confusion and contradiction that happened at the beginning
of Dhul al-Hijja compels the government to take the same positive steps to resolve this matter
which should not continue anymore, especially when we in the Kingdom have means to match
precise and correct decisions for determining the beginning & end of months, which will free us
from falling victim to impossible testimonies.
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The Negation of Following Saudi Moon sighting:

It is not known as to why the decision was taken in the United Kingdom to follow Saudi Moon
sighting however below are the Fatawas of major Ulama-e-Karam of the world against this
practice. Copies of the Fatwa can be provided upon request.

Ju5 550 LS Ly uleS ol S slmo Luo il 85 gy Sxg2w A Lupd polRo i Laod
OlylS S Sebd Ol s Sl S Jai Sl S pliS lode (wolle BMs S o8 Gl Guo

Darul-uloom Deoband

Question: You will be well aware of the controversies regarding the sighting of the moon
here in the UK. For a period of time our respected scholars and the representatives of the
esteemed institute of Deoband followed the authentic sightings of Morrocco considering it as a
nearby country, which is in accordance with the Shariah and the Hanafi school of thought.

The only setback was that occasionally the news of sighting the moon was delayed to an extent
that on one occasion we fasted on not hearing any news about the moon being sighted, only to
find out later on that day that it was sighted, therefore the fast was broken and Eid celebrated.

The individuals who were responsible for the research of the moon sighting should have calmed
down the situation and rebuilt confidence in the general community, but instead, they went
running around to and fro, to Darul Iftaa’s around the globe to get a fatwa issued so that
following Saudi’s sightings would be made permissible. They published such fatwa extensively
creating an atmosphere that following Saudi’s sighting was the only permissible way and that it
was wrong to follow Morocco. When in reality the outcome of these fatwas was to grant some
flexibility in times of difficulty. Granting flexibility under temporary circumstances and issuing
verdicts for permanent situations are separate matters altogether.

This all lead to a confusion resulting with a group of people trying to instigates Saudi’s
observations and contrary to this, some scholars eager to follow the righteous path, who were
never satisfied with the Saudi observations. As time passed Saudi sightings were proved wrong
on many occasions.

If the Saudi observations had been correct, there would not have been any controversy at all. But
time and time again Saudi has proved itself incorrect. The evidence is that on many occasions
Saudi announces the sighing of moon, when not a single person sights the moon in any part of
Asia or Africa where the horizon is mostly clear as well. What’s more is that there is no sighting
of the moon in any part of America, Canada or West Indies where the sun sets eight hours after
Saudi; and the crescent has grown much bigger.
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For instance, this Shawwal 1423H on Wednesday evening Saudi made an announcement for Eid
and a large number of Muslims here in the U.K. celebrated Eid on the following day whereas
Muslims were fasting America, Canada, Panama, and Barbados and they celebrated Eid on
Friday. This episode repeats itself nearly every year.

The purpose of putting this in writing is so that we ponder over the problems and dilemmas that
are arising as a result of these premature Saudi announcements and to rectify the situation (if
possible).

The following problems will arise whenever Saudi will make a premature announcement:

1. Keeping a fast of Ramadhan in Sha’ban, which contradicts the Hadeeth as well as
misleads people into thinking that it is a fast of Ramadhan when in reality it is not

2. Changing a day or two of Sha’ban into Ramadhan, which contradicts the verse of Qur’an

in which the people of the days of ignorance were prohibited from changing the names of

the months. They used to change the name of the month according to their likings.

Celebrating Eid in Ramadhan

Omitting a fast of Ramadhan, when all are equally compulsory

Changing Ramdhan into Shawwal, which is forbidden as above

Many pious people start the six fasts of Shawwal straight after Eid and under such

circumstances they would be fasting on the day of Eid which is in complete contradiction

with the Hadeeth

7. It is understood from many books of Figh that any form of Ibaadah is not acceptable
before the due time, but is accepted if it is performed later than schedule time due to any
valid excuse and the responsibility of fulfilling that ibaadah is discharged. For example
praying Zuhr Salaah 2 minutes before Zawal will not be accepted under any
circumstances at all. But if it was prayed late close to Asar time, it would be accepted and
no sin committed if there was a valid excuse. Similarly, Qurbani can be made on the
eleventh or twelfth if it is not made on the tenth but under no circumstances can it be
made on the ninth of Zil-Hijjah. It is the same command for fasting and Eid. If fast or Eid
is celebrated before time it will not be accepted, but if for any reason there is a delay
because the sighting of the moon cannot be clarified then this Ibaadah will be accepted
and the responsibility discharged

8. How is it possible that when-ever Saudi makes a hasty announcement of the moon
sighting, it is not visible in Asia, Africa, or any other western countries even though they
have a clear horizon. How can it be possible that the moon is sighted at sunset time in
Saudia and 8 hours later it cannot be seen in America, Canada or the West Indies? The
problem has occurred many times as well as this year. Therefore, this itself weakens the
claims of the Saudi observations

9. It is stated in a Hadeeth from which we can understand that we should stop and start
fasting in accordance with the moon sighting complete 30 days of Sha’ban if moon
sighting is not possible due to distorted visibility If we look at reality, we have left the
practice upon this Hadeeth. What, don’t we have permission to keep complete 30 days of
Sha’ban or Ramadhan? Don’t we have the flexibility to wait instead of jumping to
conclusions and acting upon Saudi’s hasty sighting where there is a great possibility of

ook w
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our Ibaadah not being accepted because it is done before due time? We should therefore
act only upon such verdicts that save us from ruining our Ibaadah

10. From a Hanafi point of view, a single trustworthy person’s sighting is accepted for
fasting, but for the sighting of Eid, it is important for a large group of people to give
evidence of the moon being sighted. A number of people upon whom others have
confidence and satisfaction. Whereas according to them (the Saudi) one or two persons
sighting is accepted for Eid.

11. There has always been an atmosphere of controversy, confusion and argument amongst
the Scholars and the general community whenever Saudi has made hasty announcements
about the sighting and whenever they complete 30 days there is peace and satisfaction
amongst the Muslim community. Our elders have always had doubts and suspicions
regarding the Saudi announcements. If their dates were accepted to be accurate then
Pakistan, India etc. would be under more obligation to follow them because they are more
closer to Saudi than U.K. Hakeemul Ummah Sheikh Thanwi (RA) has stated and which
is mentioned in Fatawa Raheemiyah at the end of volume seven, that if the observation of
Saudi is proved to be accurate then the Muslims of India should follow Saudi. This was
said approximately 60-70 years ago when in reality this has not been acted upon since,
when there is only the Arabian Gulf separating the Indian sub-continent from Saudi and
there is not much time difference between them as well.

12. If Saudi observation is followed blindly, people will avoid consulting the learned scholars
and the responsible authorities. The sources of media are so advanced that people can
learn the news of the moon sighting through telephone, T.V. and satellite and many a
time they start to spread the news by making their announcements before sunset. In future
if this continues, then people will not wait for the announcement to be made from their
local Mosques and it will be impossible to act contrary to these hasty announcements.

These are some major problems that have been created by acting upon premature announcements
of the moon sighting. What is happening in this country is that scholars of all different schools of
thought are constantly trying to figure out a solution for this great crisis, but unfortunately a great
majority of our scholars following the Deobandi school of thought are sleeping with a content
mind deceptively assured that what was made permissible for certain circumstances under
temporary conditions can be made practical in all situations, even though we have understood
hasty actions can ruin our Ibaadah whereas delaying does not.

Alhumdolillah, a number of people who take interest in knowledge and research including our up
and coming generations of Muslims here in the U.K. who hold great knowledge and are fluent in
English, understand the weaknesses of Saudi observations.

At the moment in time, what we need is for the local scholars to sit down and acknowledge the
weakness of these premature announcements and the problems that are arising from them. The
general public still awaits for the correct announcements to be made. It would prove to be a great
step in the right direction even if there is a single scholar in each locality who takes up the
responsibility of explaining to the community the reality of these hasty announcements.

The scholars of truth have always had a habit of not being afraid of speaking the truth regardless
of any opposition. | have firm and full belief through my knowledge and experience that the
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general community possesses the capability to accept these changes because they are in view of
the problems and weaknesses created by the Saudi premature announcements. If it is done with
great wisdom, by pointing out the errors and respective corrections, through lectures or private
gatherings, there will be no sign of any uproar or aggression.

May Allah grant us all the ability to rectify and correct (Ameen).
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Written By:

Maulana Mohammad Ayub Bandielahi
Majlis-e-Dawat-ul-Haq

126/128 Earl Howe Street

Leicester LE2 ODG

Tel: (0116) 255-9847

Addendum to the Question from Barbados: Today on Monday the 3™ of March 2003 (local
Islamic date is 29" of Zil-Hijjah and Saudi date is 30" of Zil-Hijjah) scholars from Madina
Masjid and Jamia Masjid and people from the community went to try and sight the moon before
Maghrib. Straight after Maghrib we went to the shore on the western side. We tried in vain to
sight the moon but it was not sighted even though the horizon was completely clear. The
following day the moon was sighted clearly and many people saw it, which calculates the tenth
of Muharram to fall on Friday.
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Signed by local scholars:

Maulana M Ashraf
Maulana Rafeeq Ahmed
Maulana Ismail Bhana

Answer: | have studied your queries very attentively. It has been written from here in the
past that announcements should be made for the sighting of the moon, based on information of
sightings from your close country. It is incorrect to make announcements of Eid and Ramadhan
by following Saudi for the sake of ease. Even if a fatwa has been obtained for this purpose, it is
against the principles of Shariah. There is a far greater distance between Britain and Saudi
whereas Morocco is a lot closer to Britain. To abandon a close country’s sightings and to accept
Saudis sighting, is in contradiction with the principles of Figh. Thereafter considering the state of
Saudi observations and the difficulties that are arising from them, which you have written and
attention towards; no decision should be ever made blindly in accordance with the Saudi
observations. You should enforce with full strength the practice of following Morocco sightings.
This is the closest to the truth. Allah Knows Best.
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Mufti Habibur Rahman

Mufti Darul-uloom Deoband
18™ of Safar 1424 AH
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Mazahirul-uloom Saharunpur:

The answer is correct and in accordance with the principles of Shariah. The countries
closer in distance should be considered where there isn’t a lot of difference between
sunrise and sunset times.
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Mufti Muhammed Tahir Mazahirri
Mufti Mazahirul-uloom Saharunpur
1% of Sha’aban 1424 AH

Jamia Islamia Taleemud-Deen Dhabail:

I also fully agree with the answer.
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Mufti Ahmed Khan Puri
Mufti Islamic Taleemud-Deen Dhabail

Nadwatul-Ulama Lucknow:

The answer to a similar question as posed to the Ulama of Darul-uloom
Deoband.

In the situation being questioned the moon sighting of the countries closer to Britain
will be valid for the inhabitants of Britain e.g. if the moon was sighted in Morocco and a
proof acceptable in shariah was provided then inhabitants of Britain must accept the
sighting and act upon the injunctions in Shariah. Hazrat Maulana Burhanud-Deen
Sunbuli (Shaikhut-Tafseer Darul-uloom Nadwa) who is a well known scholar has written
a book on this specific subject and after reviewing this subject from many angles has
quoted the decision of the renowned scholars of the sub-continent such as Maulana
Yusuf Binnori (RA) that people living in Europe should follow the closest Muslim
countries to Europe i.e. Morocco, Algeria, Tunis etc and it would be acceptable in
Shariah to follow their moon sighting. (Roat-e-Hilal Ka Mas’ala pgl143; printed in
Pakistan)
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Mufti Muhammed Zafar Alam Nadawi
9™ of January 1992

Darul-Iftaa Jamia Khairul Madaris, Multan Pakistan:

The answer to a similar question as posed to the Ulama of Darul-uloom
Deoband.

We have learned from very reliable sources that the thirty two years Saudi Calendar has
been set according to Greenwich (London) and the announcements for Eid, Ramadhan
are made according to it and not according to moon sighting or by following principles
laid down in the Islamic Shariah. A basic proof of this fact is the statements made in the
forward of Saudi Calendar.

The second proof is that when officials of Waizarat Ad-Difah wal-Tairan were asked that
on 21% of February 1993 it will be 30" of Sha’ban but is there actually a chance of
sighting the moon; both ministries admitted that according to moon sighting
calculations there was no chance of sighting yet Ramadhan was announced in Saudia
the next day.

The third proof is that in Saudia moon sighting is not common amongst the common
population despite clear horizons; no one present in Saudi Arabia has fasted upon
sighting the moon himself even though in case of clear horizon perpetual sighting is
necessary.

The fourth proof is that the moon is generally sighted else where 2-3 days afterwards.

The fifth proof is that the phases of moon are out of synch i.e. full moon is not seen on
the fourteenth in Saudi etc and these can be seen by anyone in Saudia.

Based on these evidences it is can be deduced that moon sighing is not practiced in
Saudi Arabia.
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Therefore to make Saudi the basis of these decisions would be wasting your acts of
worship and this is also the opinion of Hazrat Mufti Tagi Usmani.
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Mufti Abdul-Sattar
Mufti Muhammad Abdullah
24™ of Jamidul-Thani 1424

Jamiatul-uloomul Islamia Binori Town, Karachi Pakistan:

The answer to a similar question as posed to the Ulama of Darul-uloom
Deoband.
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It should be clear that it is a duty upon Muslims living in non-Muslim countries to
arrange for moon sighting in their country of residence and to place their trust in their
own moon sighting as stated in the Ahadeeth to start and finish fasting with moon
sighting.

If the moon can be sighted in one’s own country then the sighting of the closest Islamic
country should be followed; the sighting of a distant country is not reliable.

Therefore in the following circumstances it is necessary for the Muslims in England to
follow Morocco or Algeria which are closer to England in Shariah and to trust their moon
sighting.

It is not permissible to follow Saudia, Pakistan or any other country which is far from
England.
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Written by Mufti Abdul-Kareen Deenpuri
21% of Ramadhan 1424

Mufti Tagi Usmani:

The answer to a similar question as posed to the Ulama of Darul-uloom
Deoband.

You have discussed the problems of moon sighting in the United Kingdom. The decision
of moon sighting based entirely on calculations is not correct according to Jamhoor-
ummat and I think that Shar’e communication should be established with Morocco and
it's moon sighting should be considered valid for United Kingdom. Saudi moon sighting
may also be valid (as a principle) according to Sharia but the system currently in place
in Saudia makes it very difficult for other countries to place their trust in it...

oSb ableyd ;S5 8 e Jly Sl Giwy pwe s S o9, Lo milby o ol
29l o s Bl S _Lad S ol j9p0> 95 Alad S JMs g, 2,5 =S ol
Aaily 3 rdnsb (e —w 0309 YiuSho S 8 ewlio rinsb (g uuo il Suds £ o
9D 2o (g g S WrE Sdgmw. S blo juizo puo milby oS cug) (Sewl 5,5 2016
owo U9Sdo o s Hhi iuy —Sewl =8 o> ol 9> o e Sdgmw. JSo B iSew
0 JSio sloucel 5y Gl

Justice Muhammad Tagi Usmani
19™ of Dhil-Hijja 1412

I have replied to your letter and I hope that you have now received the earlier letter. In
summary I would like to say that the inhabitants of Britain in the present circumstances
should not consider the moon sighting of Saudi Arabia as sufficient and they should
contact Morocco in case of the weather not being clear. In Saudi Arabia the sighting of
the moon has been accepted before even the birth of the moon on many occasions
which is impossible in my view. I have discussed the situation with many Saudi Ulama
and they are also disturbed with these occurrences however since this is in the hands of
the Maijlisul Qada Al-Ala they are helpless.
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Justice Muhammad Tagi Usmani
19" of Rabiut-Thani 1413

Retraction of Maulana Muhammad Manzoor Naumani (RA) from the
hands of his son Maulana Ateequr-Rahman Sunbhuli:

....Now I (my father) don't have the same opinion of the Saudi moon sighting as given
by me in the light of the evidences available at the time nearly ten years ago in August
1983...
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Maulana Muhammad Manzoor Naumani (RA)
19™ of November 1990

Darul-Iftaa Wal-Irshad Bradford:

The answer to a similar question as posed to the Ulama of Darul-uloom
Deoband.

Under the circumstances that you have written and described we don't believe it correct
for the Muslims of United Kingdom to follow the moon sighting of Saudi Arabia and it
was evident from their announcement of 1% of Muharram 1412 and 1% of Rajab 1412 as
the earth has only one sun and moon and there was a solar eclipse in Hawaii at the
time of their observance of crescent for Muharram and solar eclipse at in America at
their time of crescent observance of Rajab and pictures were taken of this event...It is
also written in Ahsan-Fatawa that due to the sighting in Saudia being against the
principles of the Hanafi Madhab and established science it is unacceptable for Pakistan
therefore it cannot be regarded as acceptable for the Muslims in the United Kingdom
either.
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Mufti Ismael Kechalwai
16™ of January 1992

Ahsanul Fatawa:

It is also written in Ahsan-Fatawa that due to the sighting in Saudia being against the
principles of the Hanafi Madhab and established science it is unacceptable for Pakistan.
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European Council for Fatwa and Research (presided by Shaykh Yusuf

Qaradawi):

European Council for Fatwa & research is a body of well renowned scholars who ponder
over issues affecting the Muslims residing in Europe. The below mentioned resolution
was passed in the 3™ session of a meeting of European Council for Fatwa & research
held on the 19, 20™, 21% and 22" of May 1999 in Colon, Germany presided by Shaykh
Yusuf Qaradawi.

Fatwa 8:
Issue: The appointment of lunar months, particularly Ramadhan for the benefit of
fasting and Shawwal for the benefit of break-fast and whether astronomy has any say

in this matter?

Resolution: The council having examined the forwarded papers and debated this
matter at length and in great detail, reached the following resolution:

The beginning of Ramdhan & Shawwal is decided as a result of viewing, either by the

naked eye or by means of astronomy, when made in any Islamic country by sound legal
means, in accordance to the Holy Prophetic saying in the authentic Hadeeth, “When
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you see the crescent begin your fasting and when you see again break your fasting
(Muslim)” and in another narration “Fast when you see it (the crescent) and break your
fast when see it (the crescent) (Agreed upon)”.This is on condition that the firm
scientific astronomical calculations do not contradict the possibility of such sighting in
any country. If these calculations rule out the possibility of sighting however, then the
sightings of the individuals are rejected and refused as they may have occurred out of
mistake, imagination or even false and untrue claim. Moreover, the testimonies of
individual witnesses carry the element of imperfection, whilst the astronomical
calculations are sound and unequivocal, and the scholars have greed what is imperfect
does not stand up to nor overtake what is deemed firm and sound.

The council also affirms that by astronomical calculations, by no means is it referring to
the prohibited and outlawed astrology, nor is it referring to the various calendars which
have become widespread throughout the Islamic countries, as many may believe.
Rather, by means of modern science of astronomy which is built upon sound arithmetic
and scientific basis, which has advanced enormously and helped man to reach the
moon and other planets, and in which Muslim scientists all over the world have
excelled.
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Shaykh Saalih Al-Uthaymeen (RA):

Question: Because of some personal circumstances we moved to Pakistan,
where a lot of things are different, such as the time of prayer, etc. I want to ask you: I
am keen to fast on the day of ‘Arafah, but the Hijri date in Pakistan is different from the
date in Saudi: when the date in Pakistan is the 8th of the month, it is the 9th in Saudi.
Should I fast on the 8th — which is the 9th in Saudi — or should I fast according to the
date in Pakistan?

Answer: Praise be to Allaah.

Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymeen (may Allaah have mercy on him) was asked: what if the day of
‘Arafah is different because of the moon being sighted at different times in different
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countries? Should we fast according to the moon sighting in the country where we are
or according to the moon sighting in al-Haramayn (the two Holy Sanctuaries)?

He replied: This is based on a difference of opinion among the scholars: Is there only
one moon sighting for the whole world or does it vary according to when the moon
rises in different places?

The correct view is that it varies according to when the moon rises in different places.
For example, if the moon is sighted in Makkah, and today is the ninth, and it is sighted
elsewhere one day before Makkah, and the day of ‘Arafah in Makkah is the tenth for
them, it is not permissible for them to fast on this day because it is Eid. Similarly if it so
happens that they sight the moon after Makkah, and the 9" in Makkah is the 8" for
them, then they should fast the day that is the 9™ for them, which is the 10" in
Makkah. This is the correct view, because the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon him) said: “"When you see it (the new moon) fast and when you see it break your
fast.” Those who did not see the moon in their own location have not seen it. Just as
people are unanimously agreed that the times for dawn and sunset vary according to
their own location, so too the months are also worked out by location, just like the daily
timings.

Majmoo’ al-Fataawa, 20.

And he (may Allaah have mercy on him) was asked about some people who worked in
the Saudi embassy in a foreign country, who said that they were having a problem
concerning the fast of Ramadaan and the fast on the day of ‘Arafah. The brothers there
had split into three groups:

One group said: we will fast with Saudi and break the fast with Saudi.

Another group said: we will fast with the country where we are living and break the fast
with them.

The last group said: we will fast Ramadaan with the country where we are living, but
we will fast the day of ‘Arafah with Saudi.

They asked the Shaykh to provide them with a detailed answer concerning the
Ramadaan fast and fasting the day of ‘Arafah, whilst noting that for the past five years,
in the country where they were living neither Ramadaan nor the day of ‘Arafah had
been observed on the same days as in Saudi; their Ramadaan started one or two days
after it had been announced in Saudi, and sometimes three days after.

He replied:

In the name of Allaah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful
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The scholars (may Allaah have mercy on them) differed concerning the issue when the
moon is sighted in one part of the Muslim world and not in another: do all the Muslims
have to act on the basis of that, or only those who sighted it and the people who live in
the same region, or only those who sighted it and the people who live under the same
government? There are many different points of view.

The most correct view is that the matter should be referred to those who have
knowledge of it. If the moon rises at the same point for two countries they become like
one country, so if it is sighted in one of them that ruling applies to the other. But if the
rising points differ, then each country has its own ruling. This is the view favoured by
Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (may Allaah have mercy on him); this is the apparent
meaning of the texts of the Qur'aan and Sunnah and what is implied by analogy.

In the Qur'aan it says (interpretation of the meaning):

"So whoever of you sights (the crescent on the first night of) the month (of Ramadan
L.e. Is present at his home), he must observe Sawm (fasts) that month, and whoever is
il or on a journey, the same number [of days which one did not observe Sawm (fasts)
must be made up] from other days. Allaah intends for you ease, and He does not want
to make things difficult for you. (He wants that you) must complete the same number
(of days), and that you must magnify Allaah [i.e. to say Takbeer (Allaahu Akbar: Allaah
is the Most Great)] for having guided you so that you may be grateful to Him”

[al-Bagarah 2:185]
What is implied by this verse is that whoever does not see it is not obliged to fast.

In the Sunnah, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “When
you see it (the new moon) then fast, and when you see it, break your fast.” What is
implied by this hadeeth is that if we did not see it we are not obliged to fast or to break
the fast.

With regard to analogy, the times for starting and ending the fast each day should be
worked out in each country on its own, according to the local times of sunrise and
sunset. This is a point on which there is scholarly consensus. So you see the people in
east Asia starting their fast before the people of west Asia, and breaking their fast
before them, because dawn breaks for the former before the latter, and the sun sets for
the former before the latter.

Once this is established with regard to the times for starting and ending the daily fast, it

also applies to the start and end of the monthly fast. There is no difference between
them.
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But if many regions come under the same government, and the ruler gives the
command for the fast to start or end, then his command must be followed, because this
is a matter of scholarly dispute but the command of the ruler dispels that dispute.

Based on the above, you should fast and break your fast along with the people of the
country where you are living, whether that is in accordance with your country of origin
or not. Similarly on the day of ‘Arafah you should follow the country where you are
living.

Written by Muhammad al-Saalih al-‘Uthaymeen, 28/8/1420 AH.
Majmoo’ al-Fataawa, 19.

Ulama Council of North America & the Committee for Crescent
Observation:

The Ulema Council of North America and the Committee for Crescent Observation Intl.
confirms that the correct date of Eid al-Adha in N. America and most of the world is
Friday, Jan. 21, 2005.

UCNA and CFCO both support ISNA and ICNA's decision to announce Eid on Friday, Jan.
21. It is what the Qura'n says, and how the Messenger (S) did. It is how the Ummah
had been doing for the last fourteen hundred years.

There is no support in the Qura'n or the Sunnah that the Muslims all over the world
have to follow Saudi fixed Hajj date for Eid al-Adha.

Eid al-Adha is fixed by the Hilal of D. Hijjah, as the Messenger (S) did from the second
year of Hijra when he instituted the two Eids.

The Hilal of D. Hijja is like any other Hilal of any Islamic month. This year Saudi
authorities have transgressed all boundaries. They declared Eid alL-Fitr on Nov. 13,
2004 and now Eid al-Adha on Jan. 20, 2005. In both cases they claim that a Hilal was
seen by witnesses.

A Qadi must decide by the facts (Yaqin), and not by whims (Zann). In the evening of
Jan. 10, 2005, like Nov.12, 2004 the INVISIBLE moon had set BEFORE the sunset. If
not two but two million Saudi witnesses had claimed to have seen D. Hijja crescent
AFTER the sunset on Jan. 10, 2005 they should be rejected. Whatever they saw was
not Hilal, as there was no moon to see AFTER sunset. Moonset BEFORE the sunset is a
FACT, and witness accounts are whims (Zann). The Qur'an makes it clear that Zann has
no value when facts are established.
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We support ISNA's stand to keep Friday, Jan. 21 as the day of Eid, though the Saudis
against their earlier announcement changed the Hajj date.

May Allah bless the Ummah for following His words.
Ameen.

Zaytuna Institute, America:

With sightings of the crescent for Dhul Hijja here in the Bay area on Tuesday, January
11, 2005, and indeed throughout North America, Zaytuna Institute is pleased to
announce to all of our friends and supporters that ‘Eid al-'Adha here in North America
will be on Friday, Jan 21, 2005. As we have done for Ramadan and ‘Eid al-Fitr, we wish
to offer the believers advise for the coming days and the “Eid.

1. Our decision to base our timing of ‘Eid al-'‘Adha on confirmed North American
crescent sightings stems from the following considerations:

o a) The timing of Ramadan and ‘Eid al-Adha should be based on a single
methodology. To base Ramadan on a North American crescent sighting,
and ‘Eid al-Adha on the calendar of Saudi Arabia is to negate the
relevance of the Hijri calendar as a determinant of the Islamic dates. Were
we to adopt the dual criteria for determining our dates, we would in effect
be working with two calendars, one based on actual North American
crescent-sightings, predicated on variant geographical and astronomical
conditions; the other based on the astronomical new moon. This would in
turn lead to a negation of many Prophetic traditions relating to crescent-
sighting, such as His saying, Peace and blessings of Allah be upon Him:

“The two months of ‘Eid will not both be incomplete [1], [those months
being] Ramadan and Dhul Hijja."[2]

o b) The advocates of coordinating ‘Eid al-Adha with the Pilgrimage must
produce a legal proof to support their claim. The two ‘Eids were legislated
during the second year after the Hijra. After arriving in Medina, the
Prophet, Peace and Blessings of Allah upon Him, inquired, when informed
that there were two days that the people of Medina were celebrating
(Nayruz and Mahrajan), “What are these two days?” They said, “We used
to celebrate them during the pre-Islamic period.” The Messenger of Allah,
Peace and Blessings of Allah upon Him, said, “Allah has substituted for
you two days better than them, The Day of the Sacrifice, and the day of
Fast-breaking (al-Adha and al-Fitr).[3]

The Hajj was legislated eight years later, in some opinions seven years
later.[4] Hence, for seven or eight years it was impossible to coordinate
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‘Eid al-Adha with the standing on Arafat. The question then becomes,
when was this coordinating instituted?

c) The effort to base all of the Islamic dates, every year, on one country,
with a total disregard for the actual crescent sighting, is problematic, and
also negates the relevance of the Hijri calendar. The proof for the unified
crescent sighting is the saying of the Noble Prophet, Peace and Blessings
of God be upon Him, “Fast based on its [the crescent moon’s] sighting,
and break the fast based on its sighting.”[5] It is well-known that the Hilal
first appears at a different point in the moon’s orbit each month. This may
be over the Middle East one month, over Africa the next, over the Atlantic
or Pacific oceans, or over North America. This divergent pattern is a
manifestation of the justice of Allah. Eventually, every land will have the
honor of first sighting the crescent moon. To fix the timing of all of the
Islamic occasions, Ramadan, ‘Eid al-Fitr, Hajj and ‘Eid al-Adha on any one
country, year after year, with total disregard of the actual sighting, is an
extremely problematic practice.

d) As for the saying attributed to Imam al-Tirmidhi that mistakes in the
matter of determining the Islamic occasions are of no consequence, based
on the Prophetic tradition, “The Fast is when you all fast, breaking the fast
is when you all break the fast, and the day of sacrifice is when you all
sacrifice,”[6] Imam al-Tirmidhi mentions that this is the opinion of some
of the scholars. Others, such as al-Khattabi, are of the opinion that such
mistakes are only permissible on issues involving personal reasoning, such
as seeing the moon on the 30th day, completing the full month, and then
being informed that the moon was in fact seen on the 29th day.[7] Such
mistakes, as mentioned by Prof. Ahmad Hasan in his English language
commentary on the Sunan of Abu Dawud, are overlooked if they are
occasional, not constant.[8] Similarly, such mistakes do not disregard the
actual crescent sighting. In these days and times, when computer
programs and models can create very accurate visibility curves as to when
the crescent might first be sighted, it is inexcusable to overlook repeated
mistakes in this matter.

e) As for the contention that local crescent sightings should not be
considered for distances greater than 700 miles, the distance between
Damascus and Madina, locations of significance in the Hadith of Kurayb,
which serves as one of the strongest basis for the legitimacy of local
sightings, this distance has never been universally accepted as a
demarcating distance. Imam al-Qurtubi reports that the position of Malik
was that a sighting in Basra is valid for the people of Yemen, a distance of
over 1200 miles.[9] Ibn Rushd and Ibn Juzayy considered the distance to
be considered for a regional sighting to be as great as the distance
between Islamic Spain (al-Andalus) and Madina, a distance of over 3,000
miles. Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, the great Maliki Hadith master, considered the
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distance acceptable to be united by a single sighting to be from al-Andalus
to Khurasan in Iran, a distance of over 4,000 miles.[10] Hence, one can
see that the establishment of a North American crescent sighting is a
logical move that has a strong basis in traditional Islamic scholarship.

2. The first ten days of Dhul-Hijja are blessed days, which we frequently neglect.
The Noble Prophet, Peace and Blessings of God be upon him, said, “There are no
days in which righteous deeds done during them are more beloved to God than
these days, referring to the first ten days of Dhul-Hijja.” They said, “"O Messenger
of God! Not even struggling in the Way of God?” He said, “Not even struggling in
the way of God. Except [thestruggle] of a man who goes forth in the Way of God
with his life and his wealth, then he returns with neither.” [11]

During these blessed days we should try to exert ourselves in worship, for the
‘Ulama’ mention that the virtue of these days surpass even the virtue of the days
Ramadan. Among the indications of the distinction of these days is the special
mention made of them as a group or individually in both the Qur'an and the
Sunnah. The above-mentioned Hadith suffices as an indication from the Sunnah,
although we will mention other indications from that source shortly. As for the
Qur'an, God says, “I swear by the Dawn, the Ten Nights, the Even and the
0dd."[12] The Dawn, refers to the first or the tenth day of Dhul Hijja.[13] The
ten nights refer to the first ten nights of Dhul Hijja, as related by Ibn ‘Abbas and
others.[14] The even and the odd refer to the Day of Sacrifice and Jumu‘ah.[15]
These ten days are also the well-known days mentioned in the verse, “...and
they remember the Name of God during the well-known days over the beasts We
have provided them.”[16]

The religion was also completed during these days. Umar ibn al-Khattab, May
God be pleased with him, relates that the verse, “This day have I perfected your
religion for you, and completed My Favor unto you, and chosen Islam as your
religion,” was revealed as the Prophet, Peace and Blessings of God be upon him,
stood at ‘Arafa [on the ninth of DhulHijja] during the Farewell Pilgrimage.[17]

Bearing these and many other virtues of these days in mind, we should be
especially diligent in increasing our righteous acts during them. The following
acts are especially recommended:

o a) We should try to fast as many of the first nine days as possible. We
should make an extra effort to fast the Day of ‘Arafa. It is related in Sahih
Muslim from Abu Qatada, May God be pleased with him, that the Noble
Prophet, Peace and Blessings of God be upon him, said, “I anticipate that
Fasting the Day of ‘Arafa will atone for the sins of the previous and
coming year.”[18]

o b) We should carefully monitor our speech, what we listen to, and what
we allow our gaze to fall on during these days, again, especially on the
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Day of ‘Arafa. The Noble Prophet, Peace and Blessings of God be upon
him, said, “[Concerning] the Day of ‘Arafa, whoever controls his hearing,
gaze, and speech on that day, he will be forgiven.”[19]

o ¢€) We should be excessive in repeating the declaration of Tawhid, with
special emphasis on the phrase, “La ilaha illallah, Wahdahu La Sharika lah,
Lahul Mulk, wa lahul Hamd, biyadihi Khayr, wa Huwa ‘ala kulli Shayin
Qadir.” [20] Imam Tirmidhi relates that this was the supplication the
Prophet, Peace and Blessings of God be upon him, repeated more than
any other on the Day of ‘Arafa.[21]

o d) We should pray for forgiveness and liberation from the Hellfire during
these days, especially the Day of ‘Arafa. Imam ‘Ali, May God be pleased
with him, relates, “God liberates people from the Hellfire everyday. And
there is no day when more people are liberated from the Hellfire than the
Day of ‘Arafa. "[22]

‘Eid al-Fitr commemorates the end of the struggle undertaken by the fasting believers.
‘Eid al-'‘Adha commemorates the end of the struggle undertaken by the pilgrims to
Mecca and the Sacred Precincts. The latter also commemorates the struggle of our
father Abraham, Peace be upon him, and his family. Abraham’s struggle revolves
around his pure devotion to God, and his willingness to sacrifice everything he
possessed for his Lord, even his very son.

During this blessed season, let us all strive to renew our commitment to our faith. Let
us commit ourselves to the great struggle of carving out for our community a dignified
place in these Western lands. Let us renew the spirit of sacrifice and selflessness in this
world of selfishness and egoism gone mad. However, let us also take time to enjoy
ourselves during the coming holiday. But even as we enjoy ourselves, let us keep the
remembrance of God ever present on our tongues and in our hearts. Our beloved
Prophet described our great holiday best when he mentioned, concerning the three
days which follow the ‘Eid day, “They are days of eating, drinking, and remembering
God."[23]

May each year when these blessed days return find you all in the very best of states.
May your life be dominated by the remembrance of God. In all that we do, May He be
glorified.

On behalf of your servants at the Zaytuna Institute,

Imam Zaid Shakir
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Dr Mohammad A. Auwal:

According to Arab News (Jeddah, January 15, 2005), Sheikh Abdul Rahman Al-Sudais,
the imam of the Grand Mosque in Makkah has urged Muslims to unite to alleviate
suffering of Muslims worldwide. I appreciate this call as it speaks to the hearts and
minds of Muslims everywhere. Unfortunately, however, his country’s incredible
decisions are doing just the opposite—dividing Muslims even on the matters of worship
in which there is universal agreement.

I am referring the recent Saudi decision about that Day of Arafat (the main day of the
Hajj) as well as the day of Eid ul Adha (Festival of Sacrifice) and the rift and pain it has
caused among Muslims especially in North America.

Earlier, the Saudi Hajj authority and the Moon Sighting Committee of the Islamic
Society of North America (ISNA), an umbrella organization for North American Muslim
organizations, declared that January 12, 2005, would be the beginning of the Zul Hijjah
(12th month of the Hijri calendar), and accordingly, Eid ul Adha would be celebrated on
January 21, 2005 (Friday).

On January 14, however, the Saudi authority stunned us by announcing that the Day of
Arafat would be January 19 and the Eid ul Adha on January 20. The Saudi authority
reportedly advanced the Eid celebration by one day based on moon sighting claims by
two persons on January 10. But astronomical data make their claims clearly
unbelievable.
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As reported in www.Moonsighting.com, on January 10 it was impossible for anyone to
see the new moon anywhere on earth except possibly in Chile and Polynesian islands.
The new moon was born at 12:03 Universal Time on that day and was barely 3 hours
old in Saudi Arabia where it set 3 minutes before the sunset.

Put simply, if a trace of the new moon is sighted in Saudi Arabia, we in the North and
the West coasts of the U.S. should be able to have a better view of that moon because
we are ahead of the Saudis in its growth trajectory. Nobody has reported sighting the
moon on January 10, 2005 anywhere on earth. So, ISNA has found the Saudi moon
sighting report unbelievable and stuck to its earlier decision to celebrate the Eid on
January 21.

But many American mosques are ignoring the ISNA decisions and blindly following the
Saudi decision ironically in the name of global Muslim unity.

I have noticed since the early 1990s how decisions on Ramadan and the Hajj dates
taken in Makkah divide and create conflict among Muslims in the U.S. In one year
(possibly 1992), we celebrated the Eid ul Fitr over three days during which we
experienced an unnecessary cold war within the community. After that, for several
recent years, ISNA followed the Saudi decision in the interest of unity among Muslims.
But finally, the ISNA woke up to the folly of that decision.

The folly is that those who claim to have sighted the moon well ahead of its
astronomical visibility (established by credible astronomers) are either lying or making a
mistake. This is what an eminent Egyptian-American Muslim astronomer pointed out at
a Southern California MAYA (Muslim Arab Youth Association) conference in the late
1990s (I don't recall the exact year), after demonstrating the scientific determinism with
which astronomers can predict the movement cycle of the moon.

This year’s Saudi claim of sighting the new moon when none in the world has seen it is
like telling us to believe that the broad daylight that we see with our naked eyes is dark
and deep midnight.

This is not the first time the Saudi authorities have unilaterally declared the date of the
Yaomul Arafah (the Day of Arafat) and the day of Eid (alt. spelling ‘Id) based on
astronomically incredible sighting of the moon. In fact the Saudis are almost always one
day ahead in declaring the Ramadan, Eid ul Fitr, or Eid ul Adha.

Those who accept the Saudi decision without critical sensemaking argue that the Eid
has to be celebrated worldwide on the day after the Day of Arafat. But chronologically,
Muslims in the time of Prophet (SA) began to celebrate Eid ul Adha in Medina before
they could actually perform the hajj, which means that there is no conditional link
between the two.
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In addition, throughout the fourteen hundred years, until the late 20th century, Muslims
in the rest of the world, even those who lived just a couple of hundred miles away in
Medina, did not hear from the Makkans about the exact day of Arafat or the Eid. They
celebrated the Eid, as the Prophet (SA) instructed, based on their own local sighting of
the crescent moon. This tradition of the Eid celebration is still valid in the many Muslim
countries. Muslims in Bangladesh, for example, are celebrating this Eid on January 22,
2005 (Saturday), two days following the Saudi celebration.

Today technology has brought us physically closer together. We watch the performance
of the rites of the Hajj as they take place in Makkah on television and feel inspired to
synchronize our celebration with the Makkans'. But this is historically untrue and
logically or theologically questionable.

The Saudi authorities who make the key decisions and those who illogically follow them
have to keep in mind that their actions are drifting the already fractured Muslim
community further apart.

There is a way out of this mess we are in, and that is called shura or consultation in
Islam. The Saudi authorities have to wake up and consult the voices of reason—
international Muslim scholars and scientists—before repeating these mistakes and thus
further creating disunity among Muslims. We, the Muslims in North America too have to
wake up and see how our sincere but rash actions are fracturing us further as a
community.

Dr. Mohammad Auwal, Associate Professor of Communication Studies at California State
University, Los Angeles.
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